Introduction
In many areas of Jewish studies it is im possible to undertake comprehensive re search without consulting manuscript sources. As recently as three decades ago, a scholar doing research had to visit libraries all over the world in order to read manuscripts, or spend a large part of his budget acquiring expensive photocopies from dozens of libraries. The lot of the Judaica researcher improved enormously with the establishment in 1951 of the In stitute of Microfilmed Hebrew Manuscripts (IMHM), which began to systematically collect microfilms of all the Hebrew manu scripts extant in public and private librar ies throughout the world. Over the past forty-three years, the IMHM has built up a collection of 50,000 Hebraic manuscripts (i.e., manuscript books written in Hebrew, Yiddish, Judaeo-Arabic, and other lan guages in Hebrew characters). Together with the 10,000 original manuscripts in the adjacent Manuscript Department at the Jewish National and University Library (JNUL), the scholar visiting Jerusalem has access to approximately 80% of all the Hebrew manuscript sources extant in the world. 
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